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    MATTHEW  17 NOTES 
 
Matthew 17:1-8—The Transfiguration 
 A week after Jesus drops the bombshell of the first prediction of His Passion to his 
apostles, He shares the news with Moses and Elijah. Place yourself in this scene. What might 
have been your response? When have you sensed, in your own life experience, that there is a 
“spiritual reality greater and more beautiful than ordinary experience? …. The story of the 
Transfiguration of Christ is the clearest New Testament evocation of mystical experience, the 
experience of spiritual things within the ordinary. ‘Mystical’ means there has been contact with 
a Person: the person of God.”1 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This account occurs at approximately the mid-point of Jesus’ ministry. Why would Matthew 
include this, sandwiched between His two Passion predictions? Compare the Matthew account 
to Mark 9:2-8 and Luke 9:28-36. What do you learn about Jesus’ Exodus in the Luke account? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How does the use of the term “Exodus” give the disciples a hint about the real nature of Jesus’ 
mission? ______________________________________________________________________ 
What will this Exodus be an exodus from? ___________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus reveals to His three closest disciples something about His nature, His form, which 
they had not yet been privileged to see. Light plays a pivotal role here. List all the ways light 
presents itself in these three accounts: ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Light enables us to see clearly. Mystical experiences are moments of clarification. What was not 
in focus is now clear. Light also is associated with beauty, as St Thomas Aquinas describes the 
‘radiance’ of beauty, one of its characteristic attributes. There is sublime beauty associated with 
the Transfiguration, the stunning beauty of the supernatural.2  
 
 Mystical experiences tend to come and go; it is impossible to hang on to it for long--- so 
it is understandable why Peter would like to tarry there. But what is the deeper meaning of the 
tabernacle for the Jew, evocative of the Wilderness Wanderings? ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
It is not surprising that Peter would suggest erecting tabernacles; for the Jew, The Tabernacle 
was a place of worship. “Peter desires to prolong the heavenly experience. The booths are 

                                                      
1 Barron, Bishop Robert. Sermon: “The Mystical Transfiguration of Christ,” February 25, 2018. Accessed online from 
wordonfire.org.  
2 Ibid. 
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small, tent-like shelters erected yearly at the Jewish Feast of Booths (Leviticus 23:39-43). This 
liturgical feast became an early Church symbol of the on-going joys of heaven (Rev 7:9-10).”3 
 
 What does the Voice convey? Note that mystics always reference a personal voice 
speaking. Do you listen to Jesus, or talk over Him, as Peter did the voice of God? What is it like 
when you have encountered God? _________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 This Voice of God from the cloud repeated the words heard at Jesus’ baptism, with the 
addition of what three words? _____________________________________________________ 
Imagine Moses’ delight when he heard these words, in reference to Moses’ earlier prophesy in 
Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22. What specifically had Moses predicted? How was it finally 
coming true in the Person of Jesus Christ? ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
God’s timetable is not ours. Moses had spoken these words 1,500 years before! 
 
Peter was the eye-witness source for Mark’s Gospel. What does Peter again share about this 
experience in 2 Peter 1:17-18; CCC 555? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“The glory that shone around the disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration prefigures the 
contemplation of God in eternity, when the minds of the saints will be forever lifted up from 
lower concerns and engulfed in the blazing light of the Trinity.”4 Can you imagine?! 
 What hope can you extract from the Transfiguration account? 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 
3:2 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(It is interesting to note that Paul uses the same word ‘metamorphosis’ as found in the 
Transfiguration passage, only twice—here, in 2 Corinthians 3:18, and in Romans 12:3, where we 
are to be transformed by the renewal of our minds). 
 
Matthew 17:8-13--- The Role of Elijah 
 In the Transfiguration, what do Moses and Elijah represent? ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Moses was Israel’s law giver, dead these fifteen hundred years. Elijah, greatest of 
prophets, had been whirled up into the sky eight hundred years before. Where had they come 
from? Of Elijah the destiny is wholly mysterious. About Moses there is no such mystery. He was 
simply one of the greatest of those who had died at peace with God. Heaven was closed to 
these until Calvary should expiate the sin of the race. The soul of Moses, and the souls of all of 
them, were in a place of waiting—limbo, the border region, we most often call it. Abraham’s 
bosom, Jesus called it in the parable of Dives and Lazarus; paradise, he called it to the thief who 
appealed to him on the Cross. 

                                                      
3 Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, with Introduction, Commentary, and Notes by Scott Hahn 
and Curtis Mitch. (c) 2000 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 47. 
4 The Ignatius Catholic Study Bible: The Gospel of Matthew, pp 47. 
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 Supremely Moses represented the law, and Elijah the prophets. What happened on the 
mountain established the continuity between Israel of old and the Kingdom, now at last to be 
founded, in which Israel was to find its fulfillment. It seems strange that the representatives of 
the Kingdom were, as they would be likewise in Gethsemane, asleep part of the time, and 
frightened when they were fully awake. It was no very stimulating account Moses would take 
back to limbo of the men on whom the Kingdom was to be built! 
 But for these—long dead or newly dead- who had been waiting in all patience till the 
Redeemer should open heaven to them, Peter, James, and John must have mattered little 
compared with the news Moses brought back that their redemption was at hand and how it 
was to be accomplished. What Jesus had told at Caesarea Philippi to men living upon earth, he 
now told through Moses to the expectant dead. Through Moses the Law had been given to the 
children of Israel. Through Moses the Gospel, the good news, reached limbo.”5 
 
What prophecy in Malachi 3:23 was causing confusion for Peter, James, and John? Note that 
this is the very last prophecy spoken to the Jews before 400 years of silence intervened prior to 
the nativity of Christ. It stated that Elijah must come before “the great and terrible day of the 
Lord,” the Judgment Day. ________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus clarify the role of Elijah before the Messiah arrives? ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that the scribes thought Malachi’s prophecy referred just to the coming of the Messiah, 
the first coming of Christ. John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ’s first coming; Elijah will 
prepare the way for His final and second coming. 
 
If the fate of John the Baptist is shared by Christ, what dawning realization is sinking in for the 
disciples? ______________________________________________________________________ 
There will be pragmatic reasons why they will later be locked behind closed doors before 
Pentecost occurs!  
 
Matthew 17:14-21—The Complicated Healing of a Young Boy (Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43) 
 At first glance, it might appear that this boy suffered from epilepsy. However, the gospel 
writers are quite clear in differentiating natural illnesses from those induced by demons, and 
the account clearly states the boy was suffering from demonic effects. “The apostles, fresh 
from the mission on which in the power of their Master they had indeed cast out devils, failed 
to cast out this one. They must have looked awful fools as the demon simply ignored their 
order to quit. 
 Jesus’ impatience at their failure startles us – “O faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you and endure you?” (Matt 17:17; Luke 9:41). Faith, for Jesus, is the test, 
faith is the key. Miracles are not merely acts of superhuman power, but of power meeting faith, 
the faith of the sufferer or of those who love the sufferer: it is from the meeting that the 
miracle issues. The boy’s father begins with a despairing appeal to Jesus: ‘Help us, if you can!” 
Stripped to its barest, the dialogue has the father saying, ‘Can you?’ and Jesus answering, ‘I can 
if YOU can.’ 

                                                      
5 Sheed, Frank. To Know Christ Jesus. (c) 1980 by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 251-252. 
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 In other words, it was not a question of his power but of his questioner’s, not can he 
heal the boy, but can the father believe that he can. Everything depended on that. ‘If you can 
believe, all things are possible.’ Jesus’ words lifted the man from the very edge of incredulity to 
one of the greatest cries of faith in the history of the human soul—‘I do believe, Lord; help my 
unbelief.’ With that, Jesus ordered the demon out of the boy; and, with a final rending and 
tearing, the demon went out of him.”6 
 
 Why were the disciples unable to cure the boy? What did they lack? ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 What is faith? Do you have faith the size of a mustard seed? How is it evident? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Have you ever prayed the despairing father’s prayer? What might happen if you started? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 With respect to Matthew 17:20, “Jesus is not speaking here of the theological virtue of 
faith—of which all of us, we hope, have at least a mustard grain---but of trust in his power, 
operative in them.  Perhaps it was now that the apostles said to him, ‘Increase our faith’ (Luke 
17:5)—echoing the words of the possessed boy’s father, ‘I believe, help my unbelief.’ 
 A question remains. They had already cast out many devils: Why not this one? His 
answer may have been more enlightening to them than it is to us—‘This kind is not cast out 
except by prayer and fasting.’ There is a suggestion here of higher and lower levels of demonic 
power. Yet it remains that even the highest is subject to those who have subjected themselves 
in total trust to our Lord.”7  
 
 What insight into the dynamics at play here are given in Mark 9:29? _______________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
How often do you seriously fast? Why not? __________________________________________ 
What might happen if you prayed and fasted more? Willing to find out?! __________________ 
 
 Do you recognize and accept that you as a Christian in union with Jesus share His power, 
to such a degree that Jesus would later declare: “He who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father” (John 14:12)? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 If you walked in faith, in confidence of this spiritual reality, how might your life change? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 17:22-23—The Second Prediction of the Passion 
 How would you have reacted to Jesus’ prediction of His passion? How did the disciples 
respond this second time around? What gives you a hint that they were beginning to 
understand the gravity of the situation? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Sheed, pp 254. 
7 Sheed, pp 255. 
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 “Jesus prophesies his Crucifixion and Resurrection. What enabled the first Christians to 
hold up the cross, to sing its praises, to wear it as a decoration, is the fact that God raised up 
and ratified precisely this crucified Jesus. ‘You killed him, but God raised him up.’ Therefore, 
God was involved in this terrible thing; God was there, working out his salvific purposes. 
 What does this mean? There have been numerous attempts throughout the Christian 
centuries to name the salvific nature of the cross. Let me offer just one take on it. It became 
clear to the first Christians that somehow, on that terrible cross, sin had been dealt with. The 
curse of sin had been removed, taken care of. On that terrible cross, Jesus functioned as the 
‘Lamb of God,’ sacrificed for sin. 
 Does this mean that God the Father is a cruel taskmaster demanding a bloody sacrifice 
so that his anger might be appeased? No; Jesus’ crucifixion was the opening up of the divine 
heart so that we could see that no sin of ours could finally separate us from the love of God.”8 
 
 Compare this second prediction of the Passion to the first, in Matt 16:21. What new fact 
emerges in this second prediction? Why would it make the Twelve so afraid? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 17:24-27- Paying the Temple Tax & Not Offending Others 
Historical note: The annual temple tax amounted to about a day’s wages for a laborer and was 
given to the Temple for its maintenance. It was required of all Jewish males over the age of 20. 
See Exodus 30:11-16; Nehemiah 10:32-33. 
 
In Context: The religious leaders were hearing rumors that Jesus was anti-Temple, stating the 
Temple would be destroyed after being the center of Jewish worship for almost a thousand 
years. Therefore, the leadership comes from Jerusalem to Galilee to see whether Jesus is paying 
the temple tax and approach Peter as the leader of the group, a sign already proving that Peter 
is acting as the ‘prime minister’ of this new ‘kingdom.’ In Matthew 10:16, Jesus had instructed  
his followers to be as ‘wise as serpents but as innocent as doves’ in handling these complicated 
situations. It is no easy thing to walk as a ‘child of the light’ in a world of darkness! 
 
 “We should take note of Jesus’ teaching method: after his second announcement of his 
passion, his disciples are downhearted (Mt 17:22-23); here he lifts Peter’s spirits with this 
friendly little miracle.”9 In your interaction with others, if you are called to speak Truth that is 
difficult to hear, do you follow-up with an encouraging or edifying word? How does Jesus call 
you to balance Truth with Love/Mercy? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus will show each of us His tender provision and power in very personal ways. Peter 
was a fisherman; hence, the Lord sends him on a fishing mission to gather the coins necessary 

                                                      
8 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 17:22-27- August 8, 2022. Accessed online from Word 
on Fire at wof@wordonfire.org.  
9 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew, with Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 
158. 
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to pay the tax. How has Jesus shown His power to you or taught you a lesson, taking into 
consideration your vocation, occupation, or unique traits? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: “Although Jesus was under no obligation to pay the temple tax, he did pay it in order to 
avoid giving scandal to anyone. After AD 70, when the Jerusalem temple had been destroyed 
and the Jewish temple tax was diverted to provide for the upkeep of the pagan temple of 
Jupiter Capitolinus in Rome, this story would have furnished advice for the Jewish members of 
Matthew’s community. As free children of God through Jesus, they are not obliged to pay the 
tax but should do so in order to avoid further problems (see Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-
17).”10 
 In the early Church, believers often walked the delicate line of not giving offense to non-
believers in order to potentially win some of them to the faith (Acts 16:3; Acts 21:17-26; 
Romans 14:13-21; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23). How do you find yourself in similar dilemmas today? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Big Picture: 
 Thus ends the 4th Narrative. As we proceed to Chapter 18, we shall begin the 5th 
Discourse and Narrative, in keeping with the repetitive structure of the Gospel of Matthew.  
 “The Transfiguration, followed by the healing of the demoniac, we may place in early 
August. Ten weeks later, round the middle of October, Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. By then, the Galilean ministry based in Capernaum, begun a year and a half earlier, 
was at an end. From that October till the Good Friday of his death he would be mainly in, or 
close to, Judea.”11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, Jan 2023. 
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